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Te Rīpoata a te Hea 

CHAIRPERSON ’S  REPORT

E ngā whatitoka o Te Kāhui Maunga, e ngā piharau o Te Awa Nui a Rua,

tēnā koutou katoa. Koutou ngā toko o tō tātou reo irirangi ā-iwi, o Awa FM,

nei rā te mihi o te ngākau. 

.  

It goes without saying that it has been another challenging year for us all

as we adapt to life with Covid-19, but I am pleased to be able to bring you

a report that highlights a number of gains that have been achieved

despite the hurdles that we have faced.

First and foremost, I wish to acknowledge and mihi to you all, our whānau,

hapū and iwi across the catchment, who have continued to tune in or lend

your time to support Awa FM. Without your support, we would not be

here.

You would have noticed some fairly significant changes to the station in

2021. As well as bringing seasoned broadcaster Eruera Rerekura home and

launching his breakfast show, we have also started our first flax roots news

service with Moana Ellis becoming the first full-time journalist working at

Awa FM as a Local Democracy Reporter.

Their leadership and contribution has been a dynamic addition to our

airwaves and we are now capturing more of our own stories, and providing

the views and perspectives of our own people on a range of iwi related

matters and other local and national issues.
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In June, we achieved a major milestone which was the 30th birthday of

Awa FM. The celebration was beautiful, and it was great to have us all – old

faces and new - come together at the house where it all began.

At the birthday dinner, I made the point that this milestone was not just a

celebration of the radio station, but it was a celebration of our people and

our Iwi who have diligently kept Awa FM and all it stands for alive.

We are committed to achieving another 30 years and a key focus for the

Executive Committee has been setting strategic goals for the next five-

year timeframe. 

Our focus areas include capturing more stories from our own people,

strengthening our on-air presentation, and taking care of and protecting

our archived radio recordings for future generations.

We remain focused on te reo o Whanganui and ensuring the station is a

beacon for our reo and mita. To that end, we are developing a bespoke

Māori Language Strategy tailored to our rohe to ensure that Awa FM can

play a leadership role in the retention and growth of te reo o Whanganui.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge our kaimahi who have been quick to

adapt and have shown resilience in the face of Covid-19. Your mahi is vital

especially at the moment, and we thank you for continuing to put our

people first and get the information out there.

This is the first Annual Report from our newly minted Executive

Committee, having just marked a year since we stepped into our roles. At

the heart of what we do is a profound love and dedication to te reo o

Whanganui, and we are pleased to continue to keep that core foundation

firmly planted as we move into the future.

Nāku, nā Racquel McKenzie

Chairperson, Awa FM Executive Committee
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Te Rautaki 5 Tau o Awa FM 

AWA  FM  5 -YEAR  STRATEGY  
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New Breakfast Show

A major highlight of the past year has been our growing ability to capture and

share more of our own stories from Te Awa Tupua to the rest of the motu. 

Awa FM was fortunate to bring home to Whanganui seasoned broadcaster

and news reporter Eruera Rerekura in November 2020 as the Awa FM

Breakfast Show host and Programme Director.

The Ngāti Ruakā and Ngāti Tongaiti uri brings with him more than 11 years of

experience in radio and four years in television news reporting for Te Karere,

as well as a strong rapport and command of te reo o Whanganui.

His show has received positive feedback from Te Māngai Pāho who monitor

quality of broadcasting, measure te reo and require a breakfast show from all

iwi radio stations. 

The show not only has listeners in the Awa FM broadcast regions of

Taumarunui, Ohakune and Whanganui but also has reach in Wellington via

Te Reo Irirangi o Te Ūpoko o Te Ika as well as online audiences and the

Whare Kōrero app. 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Whakahira Ana 

HIGHLIGHTS



Moana’s stories are published and broadcasted not only on Awa FM, but

on other news outlets such as the Whanganui Chronicle and RNZ,

maximising our reach and increasing the profile of Awa FM. 
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First Full-time Journalist 

Another positive for the station in the

past year has been the appointment of

Moana Ellis, the first full time journalist

working at Awa FM.

In March 2021, the long-time journalist

from Ruapehu began in the role of

Local Democracy Reporter based at

Awa FM, after the station successfully

secured public funding for the role.

Moana focuses on reporting stories

from local iwi leaders and Maori

organisations as well as local

government and other public entities.

We are hearing more local Māori news

stories and iwi views on local and

national issues on air, which has been a

fantastic development for the station

and for our people. 

 



This year we celebrated reaching a

very special milestone of 30 years of

Awa FM. It is a wonderful

achievement and something we can

all be very proud of. 

The day was marked with a special

live broadcast from a marquee set

up behind the station, which was

fitting given it was the house next

door that the first ever Awa FM

broadcast took place on a cold

morning on June 17 in 1991.
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Celebrating Awa FM’s 30th Birthday

The announcers did a great job with

their special broadcast and birthday

event. We got to hear old school

announcers make a reappearance on

air like Tauira Allan and Tyla Te Patu

Gurnick. 

The stories and tributes continued

into the evening to the birthday

dinner. Whānau, past announcers

and kaimahi joined the current

board and kaimahi to share in

celebration of how far we have

come. 

We opened the event with a karakia

with our kaumatua, and throughout

the day we had droves of kura

kaupapa students joining the live

broadcast to sing and share

memories. 
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Rārangi Whakapā - Kaimahi

DIRECTORY  -  STAFF  

Moana Ellis
(Ngāti Uenuku, Ngāti Tamahaki)

Local Democracy Reporter Awa

FM 2021 

Ngāmetua Areaiiti
(Mangaia, Cook Islands) 
Kai Pāho Rarotonga: Cook

Islands language show

Saturdays 5pm – 6pm

Silo Naqasimaratu, Ben Seru
(Fiji) 
Ngā Kai Pāho Fiji: Fiji language

show Saturdays 6pm – 7pm

Te Ahipourewa Forbes
(Ngāti Maniapoto, Ngāti Paoa)

Awa FM Rangatahi News Cadet 

Roimata Nepia – Reweti
(Ngāti Tūwharetoa, Te Ati-

Haunui-ā-Pāpārangi)

Rangatahi Show Announcer

Whetu Fala
(Ngā Rauru ki tahi, Te Ati

Haunui-ā-Paparangi, Samoa)  
Te Kaiwhakahaere matua:

Station Manager

Eruera Rerekura
(Ngāti Rangi, Ngāti Ruaka)  
Te Kaiwhakahaere Hōtaka:

Programme Director, Kai Pāho

Parakuihi: Breakfast Show host

Jane Peeti 
(Ngā Paerangi, Ngāti Rangi)

Kai Pāho Te Matapihi: Afternoon

show host TBC

Manahi Cribb 
(Ngā Paerangi, Te Arawa)

Kai Pāho Te Ata Hou: Morning

show host

Rima Ririnui
(Ngāti Tuera, Ngāti Hineraro) 
Te Kaikaute: Administrator, Kāi

pāho Kanikani: Lunch Dance

hour host
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Rārangi Whakapā - Poari 

DIRECTORY  -  BOARD  

Racquel McKenzie
Chairperson

Ngā Paerangi

Nancy Tuaine
Treasurer

Ngāti Uenuku, Ngāti Rangi,

Ngāti Apa

Leah Te Whata 
Secretary

Ngāti Patutokotoko

Makere Tiraha-Edwards
Committee Member

(Ceased February 2021)

Leigh-Marama McLachlan 
Committee Member 

Ngāti Pāmoana

Whetu Moataane
Committee Member

Ngāti Uenuku, Ngāti Rangi

(Started August 2021)


